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David Allen: Good morning everyone. On behalf of Triple S High School, we want to thank 
you for coming out this morning. It's a little chilly. I hope you found your way to 
some warm coffee. I see that at least warming some hands, as you stand around 
this morning.  

 We are so excited. We appreciate everyone being here. Special thanks and 
welcome to our guests, our Board of Education members, our County 
Commissioners, I see some of our town mayors and town councilmen with as, as 
well, so thank you so much to each and every one of you who are here. We are 
so grateful for this new facility and all that it will bring for our athletes and for 
our community, as we share our resources and do great things together at 
Triple S. 

 Thank you to our Spartan regiment for providing musical stylings this morning. 
And also our ProStart group. They won second place in a state ProStart 
competition just a few weeks ago, and provided coffee and refreshments to 
you, so thank you to our Foods group and everything that they are doing.  

 Without further ado, I know that we wanted to kind of move on. It's a little 
chilly, and we wanted to tour the facility in just a little bit. I want to ask Pastor 
Mark Stevens from the Life Spring Church, here in Smithfield, to come forward. 
They do so many great things to help us out here in Smithfield. They've brought 
us breakfast three or four times this year. They have recently sent us a generous 
donation to help our students who cannot afford cap and gowns, to purchase 
cap and gowns. They have really been great community partners, and we're just 
very grateful for all they're doing. Pastor Stevens, if you'll lead us in invocation, 
I'd appreciate it.  

Mark Stevens: I sure will. It's an honor. Thank you. Let us pray. God, we thank you so much for 
your grace and your mercy, that allows us to be here this morning, God. We 
want to uplift your name, first of all and say thank you God for your abundant 
grace, and providing this nice facility here for the athletes, and for Triple S 
School here, Lord. We pray your blessing's on it, Lord. Pray your blessing's over 
today and the ceremony just to celebrate that you have provided. And God, 
thank you for all the generous donations and help that has come along the way 
to help make this building possible, and this day possible. God, we pray your 
favor over it, and we pray your favor over the rest of this day. Amen.  

David Allen: This time, I'll ask our Board Chair, Mr. Michael Wooten to come forward with 
acknowledgements. Thank you. 

Mike Wooten: Thank you Mr. Allen. It's always a pleasure to come back to my alma mater, 
Smithfield-Selma Senior High School. As I stand in this location, I could talk to 
you for years, but it's kind of cold to do that, but my memories standing at this 
location, is a lot of sweat and tears. It was back in 1981 when I graduated. The 
old field house that used to be here was 10 years old, 10, 11 years old when I 
came through school here. It was actually built in 1969 when my father and 
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Charles Tucker and Albert Moore came to open this school up. 1969's a long 
way away. I was seven years old when I came to Johnston County.  

 This is an example of what's going on across Johnston County, is new facilities, 
and the Board of Education not overlooking the schools that have been here a 
while. Although this school was built in 1969, this is a great facility. It's been well 
taken care of, and this is an example of the Board of Education and the County 
Commissioners working together, to make sure that they have not [inaudible 
00:03:36] the necessary facilities that they need to educate students, and to 
house [inaudible 00:03:41] athletes. This locker room/bathroom facility is not 
only an example of a great educational facility, but it's an example to outside 
people that are visiting this school, that they see something really nice going on 
in Johnston county. Not only is it nice for our own student body, it's also nice for 
other students and family members that are coming to play the Spartans in 
many sporting events.  

 This is part of the LGC money that was [inaudible 00:04:12], 30 million dollars. I 
want to thank the commissioners, Mr. Carver, the chairman. Let's give them a 
hand. This is part of the bond referendum money that was given us early to 
make sure that we could take care of schools across the county, and Smithfield-
Selma is one of them. This is just phase one of many things to come at 
Smithfield-Selma High School. I'm excited about now, and I'm excited about the 
future things and facility upgrades that we're going to have at this senior high 
school.  

 I would like to recognize the board members that are here today. Theresa 
Grant, if you would raise your hand. Vice-chair Dorothy Johnson, Dr. Peggy 
Smith, Todd Sutton, and Butler Hall and Ronald Johnson could not be with us 
today. But God bless you, and thank you for coming today.  

David Allen: Thank you Mr. Wooten. You can also look behind you, this beautiful blue roof 
that's also going up here at the school. That's also part of that investment that 
the County Commissioners and the school board have joined together in doing. 
It's going to show up on the other side of the building, on the cafeteria side 
starting next week, so we're excited about that. And they'll start on the main 
building shortly thereafter, so we're excited about that.  

 At this time, we'll recognize Mr. Lee Jackson from the County Commissioner's, 
who will also come and give remarks.  

 Thank you. 

Lee Jackson: Thank you sir. I'll follow-up Mike, just as I did in high school. I'm a 1982 graduate 
of Smithfield-Selma Senior High School, and was actually the student body 
president when I was a senior here. I've always been proud of this school, and I 
think that everyone that's graduated from here is. I actually have one of my 
classmates that went from first grade to 12th grade with me, I was surprised to 
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see here, Mr. Billy [Lassiter 00:06:02], standing in the back. Another '82 
graduate.  

 This is an example of how the school board and the County Commissioners can 
work together to get things done where they need to be done. I don't believe 
the field house was originally on the list of things to happen, but when the need 
showed up, we all got together and made it happen. I'm very proud of all of us 
for doing that.  

 I'd like to recognize Chairman of Commissioners, Jeff Carver. He's here today 
looking over our shoulders, making sure that our finances are in order. Anyway, 
I just wanted to say thank you for all that everyone here has done to get this 
project off the ground. Thank you.  

Ross Renfrow: At this time, we will do the ceremonial ribbon cutting, so I would invite our 
Board of Education members who are in attendance up, our County 
Commissioners who are in attendance, to please come up, and Mr. Wooten, if 
you would permit me so, I think it would be any members of the Smithfield-
Selma Chamber of Commerce that are here today, I think they need to be up, as 
well, with Mr. Allen. If you all could all come up to the podium, we will cut the 
ribbon, and officially christen the new bathrooms and locker facility here at 
Smithfield-Selma Senior High School.  

Mike Wooten: Yeah, will the young ladies get up front, please. [crosstalk 00:07:42]. 

Group: [scattered conversation 00:07:42] 
[laughter 00:08:35] 
[applause 00:09:12] 

Ross Renfrow: All right. Before we open up and take the tour, just a couple of closing remarks. I 
know your teeth are chattering, and you're ready to get back inside out of the 
wind, but I would like to encapsulate what our County Commissioner, Mr. 
Jackson, said today.  

 This is a quality example of what can be achieved if we all work together. Now, I 
am a Johnston County product, born and bred here. Graduated about 10 
minutes down the road, back in 1983. And I thought '83 was a good year, but 
'82's looking pretty good too. And I know to respect my elders now.  

Lee Jackson: As I do with Mr. Wooten. 

Ross Renfrow: Yes sir. The brightest days of this public school system lie ahead of us. What we 
have accomplished to date, going back to the time when I was a student here, 
we have continued to build upon each and every day. Facilities like these are 
needed, but what's most important is what happens in the classrooms with 
teaching and learning. And as long as we can put differences aside, and get on 
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the same page, the future is as bright here, as it is anywhere in North Carolina, 
or in this great country we live in.  

 For everyone who had a role in it, our folks from Facilities, the community, 
whoever contributed, we pause and humbly say thank you for your 
contribution, and the best is yet to come. Mr. Allen, open the doors and give 
them a tour. 

David Allen: All right. The doors are open and ready. You'll find restrooms on my right, and 
locker rooms on the left. Please take some time, grab some coffee and some 
refreshments. The band's going to play a little bit more to give us some 
background noise. ROTC also helped us today, by the way, I failed to mention 
them earlier. But everything's opened up and ready for you to peruse. Thank 
you so much.  
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